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Office) Capt. Doug Loyd and
his guys.

“And then (Union County
Fire) Chief David Dyer with the
fire department. They came out
early and were on scene while
they set up the fireworks.”

The chamber provided
several vendors as well as
portable bathrooms at both
Meeks Park and the technical
college, which helped to

discourage people from trying
to cross Georgia 515 on foot,
which they have done in past
years, she said.

“Full Throttle Ministries
had a large event down in one
of the lower ballfields, where
they had inflatables for the
kids, and they had lots of food,”
said Henley. “It’s nice to see
other pieces of the community
come out to support those

Considering the people
who lined up along the highway
and those at Meeks Park and

the college, Henley said she
estimated attendance this year
to be somewhere around 5,000
people.

That does not include
the roughly 1,500 people who
gathered at the First United
Methodist Church next door
to the college and across from
Meeks Park. The church offered
up a family-friendly evening as
well, with many kids running
around with sparklers and glow
sticks.

FUMC had barbeque
sandwiches with trimmings
provided by the local Boy Scouts
of America, and beverages

provided by the FUMC youth
ministry. Live music was
provided by the FUMC praise
band “Overflow.”

The Blue Ridge Mountain
Chapter Sons of the American
Revolution were in full regalia
over at the church, including
muskets, which fit right in with
the fireworks.

A group of Junior Girl
Scouts performed an American
flag retirement ceremony, for
which the Sons of the American
Revolution Color Guard stood
at attention.

Traffic was orderly both
coming and going at FUMC
as well.

show.

fireworks and offer the ability
for our community to have
other things.”

Four busloads of kids
from 4-H camp visited Meeks
Park over the Fourth of July
holiday, and Henley remarked

Janice Taylor of FUMC, right, with a group of local Girl Scouts
during a ceremony to retire a U.S. flag on July 4.
Photo by Mark Smith

Another terrific shot of fireworks exploding over Meeks Park on
Photo by Frank Uhle

July 4.

that it was great that “our
community could serve another
community by providing some
entertainment.”

There was a diverse
group of vendors this year,
too, providing all kinds of food,
desserts and merchandise for
patriotic Americans out for
a good time on the Fourth of
July.

“We provided several
vendors for dessert type
offerings,shaved ice,popsicles,”
said Henley. “We had a vendor
with all kinds of glow, so glow
sticks, glow necklaces, glow
hats. We’re hoping to add to
that next year and hopefully
bring in some other food-type
vendors as well, maybe some
food trucks.”

Henley said that part
of the cost of the fireworks
was covered by the $1,000
give-away raffle tickets that
were sold leading up to the
event, and by 29 of the 30 VIP
parking spaces that were taken
this year.

Vicki Eigel won the
$1,000 give-away this year,
which was donated by Woodmen

Famllles like this one spread out all over Meeks Pérk North
Georgia Technical College (here), First United Methodlst
Church and along Georgia 515 to catch the annual fireworks
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of the World Life Insurance
Company (WoodmenLife) with
the help of Sales Manager Joey
Swanson.
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512
(706) 835-1257

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

(HATNS HOHE FURNISHINGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

FREE y
706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

L

Timberwood
Mountain Realty

5593 US Hwy 64W, Murphy, NC 28906
\ Office: 828-837-0424
Cell: 352-299-0543
Res: 706-400-5723
jim@timberwoodmtn.com

Mountain Homes, Lands,
W and Investment Properties
J|m Story www.timberwoodmtn.com

RECOVE
WAL 2 0VER),
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResiaential

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

»” 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com

24 Scott Drive e Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

Horse Camp
-mdl> Trackrock Stables bﬂ:

Combine the beauty of the
mountains with a complete
horseback experience

706-745-5252

*Ask about our locals discount.

Advance reservations required.
www. Trackrock.com

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Michelin

£l Uniroyal

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

www.sesprayfoam.com
Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009
Text 40691 & enter Keyword: blinds

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
ial Corporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

7>

TUFSTUF |

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~|FOR'ALLYOUR CONCRETEINEEDS/~
FEorming through|Finishing; House!Slabs;
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand'SmallfJobs!

Rl

Serwng North Georgia:since 1997¢/ Insured |

- Calll 706-781-1806

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-3145 » 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

We have NON-OBAMACARE
Health Insurance Plans

Confused? Get the Answers |

Contact Tom Taylor of the
Taylor Insurance Group * Blairsville, GA
770-298-9161
Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your
coverage. Join us over coffee to review all the options available to
you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered
by your plan. We will work 12 months a year and prove
“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans
for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?
Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical
retirement from the US Army as a LTC. He has numerous awards, such
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.
His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars,
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat
Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large
Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling,
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure
Washing, Staining, Painting.
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

Installing
Insulation

FREE Maﬁeliials
ESTIMATES Furnished

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Hanging
Sheetrock

Finishing
Texturing

706-745-5307

Live Oak Professional

éLawn Care

A complete Lawn Care Company
Licensed & Insured

Call us Today for a Free Estimate
706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612




